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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-2,7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Grote (US4484658). 

With respect to claim 1 Grote discloses an auxiliary mounting device for an in 
ceiling speaker system, comprising: 

A ceiling reinforcing element (22 in figure 2); and an elongate element (27 in 
figure 1), wherein the ceiling reinforcement element includes a flat plate portion 
provided horizontally on a rear surface of a ceiling plate and having an opening at a 
center portion thereof, and a vertical portion (23 in figure 2) provided to extend vertically 
from the flat plate portion, 

The elongate element is provided to extend on a horizontal plane, 

The vertical element is mounted to the elongate element such that the vertical 
portion is capable of being in a slidable state and in a fixed state. 

In the slidable state, the vertical portion is vertically slidable and displaceable 
with respect to the elongate element, and in the fixed state, the vertical portion is fixed 
to the elongate element so as not to vertically displace (refer to all figures and Column 1 
lines 55-62). 
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With respect to claim 2 Grote furtlier discloses wherein the elongate element is 
one of a pair of elongate elements (see figure 1), the vertical portion is one of a pair of 
vertical portion which are provided to extend vertically from the flat plate portion at 
substantially the opposite positions with the opening interposed between the pair of 
vertical portions, and the pair of elongate elements are provided substantially in parallel 
with each other on the horizontal planes so as to respectively correspond to the pair of 
vertical portions. 

With respect to claims 7 and 10 Grote further discloses wherein in the slidable 
state , the vertical portion is slidable and displaceable with respect to the elongate 
element in the longitudinal direction of the elongate element, and in the fixed state the 
vertical portion is fixed to the elongate element so as to not displace in the longitudinal 
direction of the elongate element (refer to figures). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



s 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. • 



Claims 3-6,8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grote (US4484658) in view of Cohen (US3872296) . 
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With respect to claims 3 and 8 Grote discloses the invention as claimed except 
wherein there is an intermediate element mounted to the elongate element, wherein the 
vertical portion is capable of being in a slidable state in which the vertical portion is 
vertically slidable and displaceable with respect to the intermediate element an in a 
fixed state in which the vertical portion is fixed to the intermediate element so as to not 
vertically displace with respect to the intermediate element, and the vertical portion is 
mounted to the elongate element with the intermediate element interposed between the 
vertical portion and the elongate element such that the vertical portion is capable of 
being in the slidable state and the fixed state. 

Cohen discloses a mounting device for an in the ceiling structure comprising: 

An intermediate element (17 in figure 1) mounted to an elongate element (23 in 
figure 1) wherein the vertical portion is capable of being in a slidable state in which the 
vertical portion is vertically slidable and displaceable with respect to the intermediate 
element and in a fixed state in which the vertical portion is fixed to the intermediate 
element so as not to vertically displace with respect to the intermediate element and the 
vertical portion (14 in figure 1) is mounted to the elongate element with the intermediate 
element interposed between the vertical portion and the elongate element such that the 
vertical portion is capable of being in slidable state an d fixed state. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Cohen to have an intermediate element with the 
mounting structure of Grote to allow for independent adjustment of both vertical and 
horizontal dimensions. 
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With respect to claims 4 and 10 Grote in view of Cohen further discloses wherein 
the intermediate element is mounted to the elongate element such that the intermediate 
element is mounted to the elongate element such that the intermediate element is 
capable of being in a first state and in a second state with respect to the elongate 
element, 

In the first state, the intermediate element is slidable and displaceable with 
respect to the elongate element in a longitudinal direction of the elongate element, and 
in the second state the intermediate element is fixed to the elongate element so as not 
to displace in the longitudinal direction of the elongate element. 

Grote allows for slidable adjustment of the vertical element, Cohen discloses the 
use of n intermediate member which can be adjusted along the longitudinal direction, 
though not in a sliding manner. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine these teachings to allow independent 
adjustment in a sliding and therefore effectively continuous manner in both directions, 
longitudinal and vertical. 

With respect to claims 5 and 9 Grote in vjew of Cohen further discloses wherein 
the intermediate element includes a first mounting portion by which the intermediate 
element is mounted to the elongate member (the tooth members and the weight of the 
device serve to mount the intermediate element), and a second mounting portion by 
which the vertical portion is mounted to the intermediate element (the through holes and 
threaded fasteners), and the first mounting portion and the second mounting portion are 
located at different portions in a vertical direction (the slots, 21, which receive the teeth 
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members are located at differing vertical positions with respect to the through holes 
(16)referto figure 1). 

With respect to claim 6 Grote in view of Cohen discloses the invention as claimed 
except for the use of a U-shaped elongate element, such C-channel supports are well 
known in the art, and would be desireable to use as they are known to provide greater 
rigidity and resistance to deformation. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Refer to form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Forrest M. Phillips whose telephone number is . 
5712729020. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 5712721988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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